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CONPIDENTIAL SEOUL 5693 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PPOR, KS, JA 

SUBJECT: KIM TAE-CHUNG CASE: ROKG REACTION TO 
YOMIURI ARTICLE 

1. MINISTRY OP CULTURE AND INPORMATION (MCUI) 
ANNOUNCED AUGUST 24 THAT IT HAD ORDERED YOMIURI 
TO CLOSE ITS SEOUL OPPICE BECAUSE OP "FALSE AND 
GROUNDLESS" REPORTING ABOUT KIM TAE-CHUNG CASE 
AND THAT YOMIURI REPORTERS WOULD 

HAVE TO LEAVE KOREA. REPORTERS MUST LEAVE KOREA 
AUGUST 24 AND OPPICE MANAGER BY AUGUST 26. 

THIS ACTION FOLLOWED A WARNING BY MCUI MINISTER 
YUN CHU-HONG AUGUST 23 THAT YOMIURI OFPICE WOULD 
BE ORDERED CLOSED UNLESS YOMIURI RETRACTED A 
STORY IN AUGUST 23 EDITION ATTRIBUTING TO HIGH 
ROK OPPICIAL ADMISSION THAT KIM'S ABDUCTION WAS 
THE WORK OP ROK CIA AGENTS. 

2. MORNING RADIO NEWS AND APTERNOON PAPERS 
AUGUST 24 REPORTED THAT YOMIURI MANAGING EDITOR 
HAD REJECTED ROKG DEMAND ON GROUNDS THAT 
SOURCE WAS A "RELIABLE AND RESPONSIBLE" KOREAN 
OPFICIAL. 
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3. COMMENT: KOREAN PRESS HAS NOT CARRIED ANY 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

PORTION OF YOMIURI STORY. HOWEVER, MEDIA REPORTS 
OP MCUI DEMAND AND YOMIURI'S REJECTION STATE 
CLEARLY THAT YOMIURI HAD REPORTED ADMISSION BY 
A ROK OPFICIAL THAT KIM INCIDENT WAS THE WORK 
OP A ROKG AGENCY. 

4. IN RETALIATING AGAINST YOMIURI ROKG HAS PUT 
ITSELF IN A NO-WIN SITUATION FURTHER FRUSTRATING 
ITS EFFORTS TO PUT THE LID ON KIM CASE AS WELL 
AS LENDING PURTHER CREDENCE TO VIEW THAT ROKG 
WAS ITSELP RESPONSIBLE. 

HABIB 


CONPIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: KIDNAPPING, PRESS COMMENTS, POLITICAL LEADERS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 24 AUG 1973 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: elyme 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973SEOUL05693 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS FIABIB 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: SEOUL 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1 973081 7/aaaaalyi. tel 
Line Count: 73 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: elyme 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07 NOV 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <07-Nov-2001 by martlnml>; APPROVED <06-Dec-2001 by elyme> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: KIM TAE-CHUNG CASE: ROKG REACTION TO YOMIURI ARTICLE 
TAGS: PINT, PFOR, KS, JA, (KIM TAE-CHUNG) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



